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LAST POST 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 

old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn.  At the going down of the sun, and in the 

morning    WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 

483658  HT (Tai) Abrams  V6,RNZIR 

 Died 23 Nov 2016   Mt Maunganui 

40825  WE (Bill) Broughton  W1, V2, RNZIR 

 Died 18 Nov 2016   Christchurch 

821992  AD (Allan) Cairns-White 161 Bty, RNZME 

 Died 28 Oct 2016   Auckland 

462884  TR (Tom) Te Uira  W1, RNZIR  

 Died 20 Oct 2016   Hamilton 

C78087  PJ (Pat) Larter  SVCS Med, RNZAF 

 Died 11 Oct 2016 Christchurch 

F40761  K (Keith) McDougall 161 Bty Att, RNZEME 

 Died 29 Sept 2016 Upper Hutt 

465966  BW (Barry) McLeay NZ Comp, RNZIR 

 Died 20 Sept 2016 Tauranga 

W38269 JH (John) Smith  1ALSG, RNZASC 

 Died 16 Sept 2016 Christchurch 

815345  RI (Bob) Kerslake 161 Bty, RNZA 

 Died 10 Sept 2016 Auckland 

M303887 RW (Dick) Kiwikiwi 2NZATTV, RNZIR 

 Died 9 Sept 2016 Perth, Australia 

717996  WH (Wally) Donnelly 161 Bty, RNZASC 

 Died  30 Aug 2016 Papakura 

K35383  DS (Don) McIver V6, RNZIR, ANZAC BN 

 Died 22 Aug 2016 Wellington 
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40575  RL (Lindsay) Scott           2NZATTV, RNZIR 

 Died 19 Aug 2016  Napier 

11405  GR (Buster) Hornbrook          HQ V Force, RNZIR 

 Died 19 Aug 2016  Lower Hutt  

367746  J (Pat) Harrison  V,W2, RNZIR 

 Died 29 Jul   Auckland 

39909  GM (Gary) Corkin      1ALSG, RNZAOC 

 Died 27 Jul 2016  Whangarei 

H39475 B (Ben) Ngapo       NZSAS, 1 ATF 

 Died 27 Jul 2016  Papakura 

L544995 M (Mike) Wihapi      W3, RNZIR 

 Died  9 Dec 2015  Brisbane, Australia 

 

Error in the Last Post in July’s Contact 

In the last Contact we listed Lew Jones (42990) as 
having passed away.   This was not correct and we 
sincerely apologise for this error.   Lew contacted 
me to say he was in fact very much alive. 

 

Another year has come and gone. In 2015 we 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of our 
commitment of forces to the Vietnam War so our 
youngest Veterans are now 69 years of age. We 
have said farewell to far too many of them in the 
intervening years and our Association needs to take 
a very active role alongside the RSA in ensuring that 
the newly enacted legislation does not in any way 
diminish Government support to Veterans in need 
of medical and rehabilitation assistance. 
Individually, we can help by ensuring that our 
mates whose health or welfare has been 
compromised are given immediate attention 
through VANZ , the Vietnam Veterans and Families 
Trust and their local RSA . At our Company, Battery 
and Squadron reunions we should make these 
endeavours a high priority. If mates are missing we 

should question why and ensure a follow up is 
made. I hope you all have a great festive season 
and a healthy and happy 2017. 

Cheers 

Mike 

 

Greetings to all, 

This past year has seen some events of great 
interest to the veteran community. 

The first would be the knowledge of the outcome 
of the efforts of the Forgotten Fallen Team and 
where the government has tasked the Veterans 
Advisory Board to give a result in changing the 
policy on repatriation.   An article on this is further 
in this magazine. 

In line with our rules the Executive have asked Paul 
Thomas and Andy Peters to come onto the 
Committee. They are the two vets of the Forgotten 
Fallen Repatriation project.  We most certainly back 
them.  This has had a lot of coverage and this move 
to back them in their efforts must show the 
government a change in policy is a must, 

Also in this magazine is a report on the activities 
that took place in Wellington and Canberra for 18 
August 2016.  I also thank all those veterans and 
their families who attended other Vietnam Veteran 
Day commemoration services  both here in New  
Zealand and Australia.  Reports have spoken of the 
good turnouts.  A big thank you to all those who 
take the time and  effort to make these services 
happen.  

ANZAC Day also has many of our vets being 
involved in both Dawn Service and the Civic Service.  
Again thank you to all involved. 

Vietnam Veterans have done the Dawn Service at 
Auckland Cenotaph since 1990.  Those of us 
involved start at 0330 at Auckland War Memorial 
Museum and by the time the Civic Service has 
concluded around midday we have had a long day 
at the one venue.    

 If any vets in Auckland would like to assist with 
Dawn Service  at the Cenotaph please contact me                  
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Mob  0272 919 747 or dezal173rd@hotmail.com.  It 
is a good and rewarding experience. 

The review of the Support Act is underway and a 
lot of good points have been raised.  If any vet or 
family members have any matters you feel need 
attention please do not hesitate to tell this Assn.   

2018 National Reunion   

The committee is considering holding this at 
Auckland in November 2018 to coincide with 
various events being planned for the Centennial 
Commemoration Services at Auckland War 
Memorial Museum for the end of World War One. 

On behalf of your Executive I thank all those       
dedicated members and families who are the       
backbone of this association for being the Pension          
Support,   the Area Representatives and the Sub-          
Unit Representatives.  And those members who           
serve on committee at both National and Local           
RSA's. 

Wishing all members and 
your families a Merry    

Christmas and a 
prosperous and healthy 

New Year. 

 

John Deazley 

President NZVVA 

One Christmas Eve a policeman found a man on the 
pavement who had been knocked over. 

"Did you get the car's registration number?" the 
policeman asked. 

"No," said the man, "but I'd recognize those reindeer 

anywhere."  

 

Hello everyone 

Another year has just about drawn to a close and what 
an eventful one it has been with many commemorations  

where we have been able to reflect on what has 
happened in the past and remember those who are not 
with us today.  

 

I attended the commemoration held at Manukau 
Memorial Gardens.  The part of the gardens where the 
service was held made it more memorable along with 
the releasing of the Doves when the Roll of Honour was 
read out.  Hope you were able to attend a service 
wherever you were on this day. 

 

It is that time of the year when those members who pay 
their subscriptions on an annual basis need to send in 
their subs for 2017.  If your subs are due then there will 
be a reminder notice inside this Contact.    

 
A reminder that if you change your address, either 
postal or email, please forward this information so that 
your details can be updated.  If you know that a fellow 
veteran is not receiving their Contact, and they have 
moved, please get them to get in touch with us.   
 

Don’t forget that if you direct credit any money into the 
Association’s bank accounts that you put your name or 
Regt. No. so I can identify who has put the money into 
our account.  I have had several deposits that I cannot 
identify.  If you have paid money into the account but 
have not heard from us about it, then please get in 
touch. 

To pay money to EVSA: 

1 - Internet Banking 

2 - Cash Deposit at any BNZ branch 

3 - Postal Payment 

For the first two methods, you will need our bank 
account details as follows; 

Bank: BNZ, Papakura, New Zealand 

Account Name: Ex Vietnam services Association Inc 

Account Number: 02 0400 0504697 00 

To pay on-line, with Internet Banking, follow your 
normal procedure.  

To pay into our account at BNZ, you will need a branch 
deposit slip and the account details as given above.  

For both internet and bank deposit payments, please 

make sure that you are identified as the payer, with any 

deposits made.  Putting your service number would be 

helpful along with what the payment is for ie subs or Q 

Store.  A follow up email if you have access, advising us 

that you have made payment would be helpful as well. 

Enjoy reading your Contact and remember if you would 

FROM THE DESK OF  
THE  SECRETARY 

Christmas Funnies 
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like to make your own contribution, either email or post 

it to us.  nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz.  Also let me 

know if you would like to receive your Contact by email 

(colour version) instead of by post and I will add you to 

the list.  

Until next time, stay safe.  Merry Christmas 

Carol   

 

 

 

The new website is up and running.   You can 

access this at: 

www.nzvietnamveterans.org.nz  

The home page will highlight the latest news or 

important events.  There is a separate events page 

where further information is available. 

The Q Store is still under construction as we are in 

the process of procuring some new items for the 

Store.  The old Q Store form is now obsolete.  You 

can still purchase Bumper Stickers and Number 

Plate Surrounds.  The cost of these items includes 

postage and over the years postage has gone up 

but we have not made any adjustment to the cost.  

We will keep the bumper stickers at the same price 

of $10 each but unfortunately we will have to 

increase the cost of the number plate surrounds to 

$24.  See page 15 for a couple of new items of 

stock. 

To access the Members area and the new message 

board, you need to set up an account.   Just follow 

the instructions.   

Events Section 

Any member wishing to publicise an upcoming 

event of interest to VN vets can use the Message 

Board  to post information directly or you can email 

the secretary. 

 
(Answers on Page 10) 
 
1. Why did Santa get a ticket on Christmas Eve? 
2. Why is Rudolph so good at playing trivia? 
3. What do you get in December that you don’t get 
 in any other month? 
 

 
 
As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa asked the 
usual, "And what would you like for Christmas?"  
The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for 
a minute, then gasped, "Didn't you get my E-mail?" 
 

 

Two women are chatting, "I took my husband to the 
Christmas market yesterday," says one of them.  
- 
"And, did someone want to buy him?" asks the other.  

 

 

 

 

Early in May 2016 I was contacted by VANZ in 
regard to Vietnam Veterans Day 18 August.  
Discussion was held in respect of what was planned 
for both Wellington and Canberra.  

Canberra was a two day event for various services.   
Initially it was planned to have a 30 strong 
delegation travel by way of ballot.  I asked about 

Christmas Riddles & Jokes 

mailto:nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz
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the 161 Battery gun line members who worked on 
the 18 August and it was decided that 5 battery 
members could also apply.   

Wellington was to have a split service , with the 
Wreath Laying at the National Memorial and then a 
Memorial Service at the Michael Fowler Center 
(this was considered the best decision because of  
Wellington weather conditions) . 

As President of NZVVA I was asked to provide two 
speakers.  One a Veteran and the other the child of 
one of our Fallen.  I put forward Bob Davies name 
to the NZVVA Executive as the veteran speaker.    
Bob had been Guest Speaker at the Auckland 
Vietnam Veterans Day Service in August 2015.    His 
speech was about repatriation of the Forgotten 
Fallen in Malaysia.  This was well received, and has 
been published in Contact magazine.  I then rang 
and invited Bob to present the speech on 18 
August.   He then redid said speech for the day.  A 
copy of that speech is elsewhere in this magazine. 

I take this opportunity on behalf of all vets to thank 
Bob Davies for his presentation.  I know that this           
triggered the current government to relook at the 
policy on repatriation.   

The second speaker I got as the Child of A Fallen of 
the Vietnam War was Trevor Don.  Trevor is the son 
of Sergeant Al Don KIA 14 Sept 1965.    He was 
asked to talk on growing up without a Father.    This 
speech was very moving and again on behalf of all 
Vietnam Veterans I thank Trevor for the way he 
spoke.  I know it was hard for him to do. 

Of interest is that Trevor's father was a Regular 
Force Cadet in 1955,  serving as a platoon sergeant 
in           1 NZIR 1961-1963 and a troop sergeant 161 
Battery 1965.    Trevor also was a Regular Force 
Cadet           1980. 

Canberra members met at Wellington on 15 August 
and were introduced to one another and the 
support team that were travelling to look after the 
medical and admin matters for all.  Also travelling 
were two gun crews from 161 Battery. Plus the CO 
and RSM of 16 Field Regiment RNZA.  The 
contingent flew from Wellington to Canberra on 
Tuesday 16 August with the RNZAF 757.   This was a           
very good flight and upon arrival was transported 
to the hotel.  The rest of the day was free.   

On the Wednesday all were taken to the Australian 
War Memorial Museum for the afternoon prior to 

attending a Wreath Laying service at 1700 hours 
followed by a Ceremonial Beating of Retreat.  The 
wreath on behalf of the NZ Government was laid by 
MP Chester Burrows,  Deputy Speaker 
accompanied by Lt Colonel  Gerrard  Wood, 
secretary to Minister of Veterans  Affairs.   

As President of NZVVA I was to  lay the NZ Wreath.  
I told the organiser that the two NZ survivors of the 
battle of Long Tan,  Willie Walker and Murray 
Broomhall, would lay the wreath with me.   I can 
report that the full service was a very moving 
experience.  This service was followed by a 
Reception at Parliament.  Speeches by the 
Governor General, Prime Minister and many 
others.    After a long day it was good to get to the 
hotel. 

On Thursday 18 August the day began with another 
Wreath Laying at the Stone of Remembrance.  This 
was at 0700 hours.  Just a short service.  1100 
hours the Main Memorial Service was held.  The NZ 
Wreath was laid by Colonel Barry Dreyer, Colonel 
Commandant RNZA.   Again this was a very           
impressive service attended by thousands of 
veterans. 

The two Gun Crews from161 Battery together with 
two Australian and two American Gun Crews fired a 
salute.  This was good to have such involvment by 
our allies.  This finished with a flyover by two B52's  
C130's and most appreciated, two Hueys. 

Later that afternoon various venues were available 
for enjoying the day with our Australian brothers.  
This was followed by a gathering of all for dinner at 
our hotel (to make sure we were all together for an 
early start on Friday).  The return from Canberra to 
Wellington by RNZAF 757 was again a good flight. 

All those who had the good fortune to attend the 
services came home with a sense of appreciation 
for the experience.  The Medical Team and the 
ladies of the Support Team were all much liked and 
appreciated by all involved. 

John Deazley 

President NZVVA 
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  ARTICLE FROM THE AIRFORCE NEWS—SEPTEMBER 2016 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY DINNER @ PAPAKURA RSA 

THE ORIGINALS 

Back Row:  Des Harrison Colin Mosby  Colin Moors 

Front Row:         Ken Ford    Arthur Simeon    Bob Kerslake (Deceased)    John Deazley 
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Vietnam Veterans Day, Wellington 

It has been 50 years since the Vietnam War. On the 18 

August it was commemorated at the Pukeahu National 

War Memorial and the Michael Fowler Centre in 

Wellington.  Veterans gathered to sing, remember and 

pay their respects with family and friends. Large photos 

of those killed in action in Vietnam were displayed in the 

Michael Fowler Centre, and the RNZAF band performed. 

The bugler sounded the Rouse, and the national 

anthems of both the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and 

New Zealand were played. 

Vietnam Veterans Day, Melbourne 
(Submitted by Ken Dowling) 

The extraordinarily wet days of this winter parted long 
enough to allow spring attire for 50th anniversary 
Vietnam Veterans' Day commemorations in Melbourne. 
Rather than attending my local country RSL I thought to 
catch up with Kiwis at the Shrine in Melbourne. For 
recognition I wore my beret for the first time since 
whenever but need not have bothered. Three passes of 
the waiting parade and not a blue, green, red, black nor 
grey beret to be seen. Nor 9RAR with whom I served in 
an FO party (turned out their banner wasn't yet 
hoist).  However, 4 Fld Regt welcomed me into their 
group.  

On march, the large number of veterans were treated to 
a continuous line of public 2-3 deep at the barriers for 
the length of the march.  After the march I moved 
forward to see better some of the varied and interesting 
performances as did Ross Himona and Willy Parker in 

green berets and so we met again maybe 15 years on. In 
the late 90s and early noughties 30+ Kiwi veterans with 
family would head to an outlying RSL for ANZAC Day and 
days either side. We were always made very 
welcome.  Rion Gallagher, 161 Bty who was one of those 
organisers, could not make it to this 50th anniversary 
parade due to illness. Kiwi vets visiting Melbourne can 
catch up with Ross and others at the Caulfield RSL which 
is the home of the NZ RSL sub-branch, Ross being the 
President. 

 

Photo shows L to R, Ken Dowling, Ross Himona and 
Willy Parker. 

 

Remembrance Day service at the                               
Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne 

 

The Royal New Zealand Artillery Regiment Band 
provided the music for the 70 minute ceremony 
including the bugle calls Rouse and Carry On. They did a 
great job and looked very smart. 

The Shrine is surrounded by mature trees. Every time 
the band stopped playing, from all directions a variety of 
bird calls responded then lapsed into total silence. It 
reminded me of a WW1 poem (although I cannot recall 
the name) and with the following silence, fitted the 
occasion so well.  
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Answers to the Riddles from page 4 

1. He left his sled in a snow parking zone 

2. He NOSE a lot and he’s very bright 

3. The letter “D” 

The efforts of Paul Thomas, Andy Peters, Bob Davies and 
Wira Gardner, the Forgotten Fallen team has at last 
gained traction with the current government.   This in 
regard to the long desired repatriation of those NZ 
Service personnel who are buried in Malaysia. 

Paul and Andy have travelled around NZ seeking out and 
talking to next of kin to get their thoughts on the return 
to NZ of their Fallen loved one.  This is for those who 
died in Malaysia and Vietnam most of whom are buried 
in Terendak Military Camp. 

At the NZVVA General Meeting held at Papakura RSA on 
28 May 2016 discussion was held to bring members up 
to date with the endeavours made by Paul and his team.   
It was decided that we would ask Government that 
where the next of kin wished to have the return of their 
loved one, we as an Association fully supported this.   
Also we support the Malay Association in their request 
for return of the personnel and family members where 
the next of kin request. 

In June 2016 the Australian Defence Force repatriated 
33 who had died in Vietnam, and Malaysia, including 
family members.  So how hard can it be for NZ now that 
this has been done. 

At the National Council of RNZRSA recently a remit 
regarding repatriation from Malaysia of the dead from 
both Malaysia and Vietnam where the next of kin 
wished was unanimously passed. 

This has all had the effect of the Prime Minister John Key 

asking that the Minister of Veterans Affairs Craig Foss 
investigate and report back by March 2017. 

The Veterans Advisory Board has this task and we would 
certainly expect that they take note of both the Malay 
Assn and NZVVA in their support of the Forgotten Fallen 
team.  I look forward to the policy being updated in 
favour of repatriation. 

I take this occasion to thank Paul Thomas for his crusade 
in having the courage to take on the government in this 
emotional endeavour.  

John Deazley 
President NZVVA 

A BRIEF HISTORY BEHIND REPATRIATION 

A small repatriation group has been formed specifically 
to give affect to the next of kin’s wishes to have their 
loved ones returned to New Zealand from three 
cemeteries in Malaysia:  The Christian Cemetery in 
Taiping, The Cheras Road Christian Cemetery in Kuala 
Lumpur and the Terendak Military Cemetery in Malacca.   

The group has been quietly working behind the scenes 
for more than 2 1/2 years.  Two of the team have been 
liaising directly with the next of kin and travelling the 
length and breadth of the country to do so at their own 
not inconsiderable expense.  Another small team has 
been liaising with the Government and other 
appropriate central agencies.   

A 2007 Cabinet paper, besides acknowledging the 
unfairness of the treatment of the Vietnam and Malaya 
war dead, estimated the cost of repatriating the 31 from 
Malaysia at less than $250k. The overwhelming 
argument then was that repatriation was not supported 
by the RSA.  There has never been a poll by the RSA on 
repatriation. It would therefore appear that a senior 
member of the RSA autocratically took the decision 
upon himself.  There is overwhelming support for 
repatriation from within the Vietnam Veterans 
Association, the Malayan Veterans Association and the 
wider RSA membership.  

The Government's argument against repatriation initially 
was that they would have to bring everyone home 
(WW1/WW2) but when it was made clear it was only 
from the dead who were not in Commonwealth War 
Graves (CWWG) the argument became 'the Malays 
might be upset' and ‘the Australians are not bringing 
their dead home’ (then the Australian dead came home 
this May); 'they're well looked after'; 'it's 
complicated' (without explanation); 'there are others 
also not in CWWG' (true, but those from Korea lie in a 
national shrine that is immaculately maintained and the 
focus of their national day).  A mere handful is left and 
should their next of kin want, they should be brought 
home too. The costs are insignificant. 

REPATRIATION 

Christmas Funnies 
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In June the repatriation team spent 1 1/2 hours with the 
minister. It was thought that all his objections had been 
covered but a few days before Vietnam Day we received 
a letter that the status quo would remain.  

The Labour, New Zealand First and Maori parties have 
committed to return our post-WW2 South East Asian 
ward dead to New Zealand.  So this is now not a 
question of if but when. 

Why the call to repatriate Malaya and Vietnam War 
Dead from Malaysia?  

The following speech given on the 50th Commemoration 
of the Vietnam War by Bob Davies (ex-V3) at the 
Michael Fowler Centre should explain why.  The speech 
focused on the 7 Vietnam War dead in Terendak but the 
arguments are equally valid for those dead from the 
Malaya/Malaysian theatre, 9 more of whom also lie in 
Terendak, 7 in Taiping, and 8 in Kuala Lumpur: 

The Right Honourable John Key, Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, Distinguished Guests, fellow veterans, Ladies 
and Gentlemen 

In May 1917, the Imperial War Graves Commission was 
established by Royal Charter. The Charter provided 
Governments of the Commonwealth the means to 
express the debt of honour each country owed its Fallen. 
By the end of World War Two and the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission’s mandate, 1.7 million Fallen 
were commemorated in 23,000 cemeteries and 
memorials across 157 countries.  

Those who have had the privilege to visit any of these 
sites, as many of you here today have, cannot but be 
overawed by the overwhelming dignity and solemnity of 
the environment that enfolds the earthly remains of 
those who sacrificed all so that the rest of us may have a 
future. While nothing can compensate for such sacrifice, 
at least their remains are protected in perpetuity as they 
lay alongside their comrades in peace. These Fallen are 
feted as our Glorious Dead. 

Let me turn to another group of soldiers, soldiers with 
whom we patrolled the jungles and the padi fields of 
Vietnam, and with whom we relied on to protect us 
when awake and when asleep; those who’s fears and 
trials we shared. And just as we relied on them they too 
relied on us. These are the soldiers who were not as 
fortunate as we were for they never came home and 
who do not lie under the protective umbrella of the 
Commonwealth War Graves Charter. They are our dead, 
the forsaken Fallen of the Vietnam War. 

These soldiers lie in Terendak Military Camp in Malacca, 
Malaysia, and do so for two reasons. Until 1967 
repatriation was not offered. After that time repatriation 
was allowed provided the Next of Kin agreed to find up 
to $1000 for their return ($18 000 today). Under this 

policy 30 of the dead were repatriated. Seven remain. Is 
this the yardstick for honouring those that have given 
their lives? How much money their families’ had? That 
bereaved families were asked to fund the return of their 
loved ones who gave their life in the service of New 
Zealand is a blight on the honour of this country. I’m sure 
you can imagine the outrage such a demand would 
create today? 

By almost all measures most commentators would agree 
Australia is a less kind society than ours. The one area 
where they do lead New Zealand, however, is in the 
honour they bestow upon their war dead as witnessed by 
the recent repatriation of their fallen from the South East 
Asian conflicts. That is a paradox that my comrades and I 
have difficulty reconciling. 

Now allow me to plagiarise Rupert Brooke’s famous 
elegy, The Soldier. These sentiments reveal an unspoken 
social contract between a Government and the soldiers 
they send to war, one to which the CWWG Charter gave 
effect: 

If I should die, think only this of me: 

That there's some corner of a foreign field 

That is forever New Zealand. There shall be 

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 

A dust whom New Zealand bore, shaped, made aware, 

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 

A body of New Zealand’s, breathing Kiwi air, 

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 

Prime Minister, we veterans and our next of kin are 
bewildered by successive Governments’ willingness to 
surrender the debt of honour owed to our fallen to a 
foreign Government who will never guarantee they 
remain resting in a corner of a foreign field that is 
forever New Zealand. These are the soldiers who have 
never been members of New Zealand’s Glorious Dead. 
Indeed, if left behind much longer it is certain that our 
comrades will become New Zealand’s Forgotten Dead. 

Prime Minister, the costs of repatriation are trifling and 
surely the National Government, the Government who 
sent us off to the Vietnam war, will not wish to be 
forever remembered by its veterans and their next of kin 
as the Government who refused to honour their side of a 
contract, one the New Zealand Government first entered 
into one hundred years ago next year. 

Please, we ask you to bring our fallen home so they too 
can join the ranks of New Zealand’s Glorious Dead. (On 
the following page is a copy of the letter sent to the 
Prime Minister from NZ Vietnam Veterans Association) 



     The Secretary  NZ Vietnam Veterans Association PO Box 72-260 PAPAKURA  2244            

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     The Secretary  NZ Vietnam Veterans Association PO Box 72-260 PAPAKURA  2244            

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Veterans’ Affairs Minister Craig Foss has directed the Veterans’ Advisory Board (VAB) to consider New Zealand’s 
repatriation policy and provide advice to him.  New Zealand has a longstanding policy of not repatriating the 
bodies of military personnel who died while serving overseas between 1948 and mid-1970. 
 
“While successive governments have maintained this policy, it has become increasingly clear that the rationale 
behind it needs further investigation,” Mr Foss says. 
 
“I am therefore asking the VAB to consider the current policy on repatriation and provide advice to me.  I have 
asked that its advice cover issues including (but not limited to): 

 The wishes of the next of kin of those buried overseas; 

 Culture — both New Zealand cultural considerations such as tikanga Maori, and the culture of the countries 
in which the service personnel are buried; 

 Technical matters and logistics; 

 The impact of any proposed changes on New Zealand’s bilateral relationships with relevant countries and 
how to best manage foreign policy considerations; 

 The lessons learned from the 2016 repatriation of someAustralian service personnel from Malaysia and 
Singapore; 

 Legal issues; 

 Cost 
“The Board will meet before 15 November and I have asked for initial advice before the end of March 2017.” 
 
“I have always said I am the Minister for all veterans.  While many of those advocating for change are focussed 
on the personnel buried in Malaysia, I expect the Board to consider the policy in relation to all veterans and 
dependents who died while serving overseas between 1948 and mid-1970.” 
 
“I expect the Board to thoroughly consult the families of personnel buried overseas.  Their experiences and sto-
ries are vital to ensuring a robust and fair process, with the right outcome.” 
 
Mr Foss will make two additional appointments to VAB for the duration of its work on this issue. 
Since mid-1970, all New Zealanders who have died during operational service have been repatriated. Repatria-
tion was last considered by the Labour Government in 2007, which decided against any changes. 
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VICTOR 3 REUNION 

To be held in Blenheim at the Clubs of  Marlborough 

from the 17/ 18/19 March 2017.  Open to any one with 

connections to Victor 3 Company.  

Contact johncapill@xtra.co.nz  The cost is $120 per 

person, plenty to see and do in Blenheim! Link to the 

victor 3 site is http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/

V3reunion2017.html  

 

 

VICTOR 2 COY VIETNAM 1967/68, 50 YEARS REUNION 

 

Will be held at Tauranga RSA 10,11,12th November 2017. 

This weekend will be 50 years from when we landed in 

Vietnam. All those who served with Victor 2 Company 

and their dependants are encouraged to attend. 

Contact: Bukit Hill, 13 Bledisloe Street, Masterton 

Phone: 06 377 2979 Mobile: 027 659 0679 and email 

address: bukithill@xtra.co.nz 

 

WHISKEY COY [originals]  

VIETNAM 1967/68, 50 YEARS REUNION 

To be held at Taradale RSA 24, 25 & 26 November 2017.  
This weekend will be 50 years from when we landed in 
Vietnam.  All those who served with Whiskey Company 
and their dependants are encouraged to attend. 

Contact: Mike Perreau, 5/14 Avondale Rd, Taradale, 
Napier.   

Phone: 06 261 0098  Mobile: 027 2438085 and email 
mjperreau@gmail.com www.wcoy.net 

 

 

Aloha Dviets and other VN Vets, Rona Adams 

here   

Most of you know that I am your Hawaii Dviet 

Member.   

    

But for you that don’t know , I am an American VN vet 

that did 2 tours as a Cpt. in the US Army Nurse Corps 

during the height of the fighting.  I guess you could say I 

am a TET Offensive Survivor. 

I reside in Hawaii and am a member of the State of 

Hawaii, 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War 

Commemoration Committee.   

One of my responsibilities is to notify as many Vietnam 

Veterans from the United States, our territories, and 

allies ( especially Aussies and Kiwis) as possible of the 

upcoming international event that the State of Hawaii 

has been requested to host.   

This will be a weeklong event occurring from May 22, 

2017 through May 28, 2017.  We will all finally be 

“WELCOMED HOME”.   

 

I need your help so I am requesting that you to send 

out this information to all of your members that have 

email addresses and bring it up at your next 

meeting.  Your Counsel General here is also going to 

send this information back to the Canberra for 

distribution 

 

This is our official website….please look at it and sign 

up  http://www.vietnam50years.org     

 

Mahalo for your assistance and “Welcome Home” 

  

Thank you 

(Editors note:  Rona sent three attachments, the 

Presidential Proclamation, a letter from the Governor 

of Hawaii and the rational for the Hawaii Venue and 

schedule of events.  Should you wish to see these, 

please email the Secretary.) 

mailto:johncapill@xtra.co.nz
http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/V3reunion2017.html
http://premierstrategics.com/victor3/V3reunion2017.html
mailto:bukithill@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mjperreau@gmail.com
http://www.wcoy.net/
http://www.vietnam50years.org/
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Ordered by: Name:  __________________________________  

  Address:  __________________________________  Phone No.                                                

   __________________________________  Post Code                                                

Amount      $______________Paid by   Cheque    Cash    Internet Banking  (Circle one)       

      PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

As mentioned previously, we are currently updating the stock that we have in Q Store so most of 
the items we previously had are no longer available.  When more items are available, the website 
will be updated and the next Contact will list them as well.  What is available are the following 
products.   All include postage within New Zealand.  Overseas orders, please send an email to      
nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz  

Association Patch 

$12 

 

V Force Patch 

$12 

 

Blazer Pocket 

$12 

 

Tie 

$30 

 

Number Plate  

Surrounds 

$24 

Bumper Stickers - With or 
without text 

$10.00 ea 

Please tick the item and add the number of items required beside it 
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OFFICE HOLDERS 

Patron:   Brig (Rtd) Mike Dudman                            

President:                John Deazley - Ph 027 2919 747 - dezal173rd@hotmail.com         

Vice President:  Graham Gibson 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Carol Taylor - Ph 027 224 3539 - nzvietnamveterans@xtra.co.nz 

Quartermaster:         John Taylor   

Welfare:    TBA 

     

Executive Committee: 
Mane Tuaiti  Fred Russell    Eddie Nock   Ken Ford        Bill Compton Bob Derwin 

Sam Rahui  Paul Thomas    Andy Peters      Lyndsay Skinner (Wellington)        Pat Duggan (Christchurch) 

      

Subscriptions:  As our accounting process does not cater for fractional years, only ‘full year’ payments of subscriptions, 
that is $20 or multiples thereof, will be accepted.  Odd sums will be credited as donations in the payers name.  

Input into Contact:   Short articles, especially with accompanying photographs, are always welcome for inclusion.  The 
editors email address is dezal173rd@hotmail.com         

Death of a Vietnam Veteran: If you know of the passing of a Vietnam Veteran (whether a member of our association or 
not), please contact the secretary.  She will disseminate the information and where possible, a representative of the 
association will attend the funeral. 

 

 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  Post: NZ Vietnam Veteran’s Assn, PO Box 72260, Papakura 2244, Auckland, New Zealand  

I,………………………………………… wish to apply for: 

 Veteran Membership of NZVVA, or 

 Associate membership of NZVVA (Delete one) 

                (See below for eligibility for membership) 

 

  I am a Vietnam Veteran      

  I assisted Allied Forces in the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam War  1964 - 1975  

  I am a member of the eligible kinfolk of a Vietnam Veteran    

 

My contact details are:  Address:   …………………………………………...…………………………………..……….………..  

     ………………………………………………………………...………..…….……………….. 

Home Phone: (    ) ………...……….. Work Phone (    )………...…………… Email ………………………….……………… 

Veterans Details:  

Regimental Number:……………………….…..  Full Name:……………………...………………………………………………… 

Unit(s) served with in Viet Nam:…………………………………………….….……  Corps:…………...……………….…….. 

Dates of Service:……………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 

For Associate Membership Applicants: 

Relationship to Veteran:  I am …………………...…………………………to the Vietnam Veteran named above. 

Fees Enclosed: Membership/Associate Subscription $20 per annum $....................... 

   Renewal………………………Years              $20 per annum $....................... 

Eligibility For Membership                    Total amount submitted      $...................... 

Veteran Member: Any person who served with the allied forces in Vietnamese waters, or in South Vietnam 

   during the period of the Vietnam War (1964-1975). 

Associate Member: 1. Any person who served with any of the following organizations assisting Allied Forces in Viet Nam: 

            Red Cross; Salvation Army; Entertainers or War Correspondents 

         2. Eligible Kinfolk: the spouse; partner; father; mother; sister, brother; children (including adopted and   

             Step-children), and succeeding progeny of a person eligible to be Veteran Member, provided they have  

             reached the age of 18 years. 


